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“The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how 
greatly shall He rejoice! Thou hast given Him His heart’s desire, and hast 
not withholden the request of His lips. Selah.” (Psalm 21:1-2). When I 
look at the atonement of Christ, I am brought to this sweet conclusion: 
that it was a stipulated price, understood and accepted by the entire 
Persons of Deity for the entire family of God; and therefore the 
purchase is secure, and the glorification inevitable of all that Jesus 
atoned for, else He could not have His “heart’s desire,” else He could 
not “joy in God’s strength and rejoice in His salvation.” But, (blessings 
on His name!) He has made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation [offering], and satisfaction for the sins of all that the Father 
gave into His hand, for all who were included and accepted in covenant 
bond, for all whom God the Holy Ghost registered in the book of life. 


— Joseph Irons (1785-1852) 


Welcome 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local 
body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll 
soon discover we’re an imperfect church, with an imperfect pastor, 
yet by God’s undeserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the 
perfect gospel of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call 
His name Jesus for He shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall 
save His people from their sins. And beloved believing sinner you 
already know it! You are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost 
[Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


Announcements 
Lincoln Wood Baptist Church, Grace Conference 
October 20-22, Chris Cunningham & Gabe Stalnaker 


Happy Birthday! 
Ian Richards, September 24th 


Resources 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


www.sovereigngracechurch.us 


“abstain...from fornication” 
“.. through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved...” (Acts 15:11) 


UR brother, Peter declared, “we believe that through the grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ we [believing Jews] shall be saved, even as [these believing 
Gentiles]. Declaring that Christ is all in salvation! O how gracious is our God, that 
He would have the Apostles and the elders write unto their Gentile brethren, 
sinners that shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we 
abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, 
and from blood [Acts 15:20]. 
Abstain from... fornication? [porneia] From por-ni’-ah, Strongs dictionary number 
G4203; harlotry (including adultery and incest); figuratively idolatry: — fornication. 
[Abstain from fornication, lust, porn; abstain from sex outside of marriage]. 
Abstain from. .. fornication? John Gill observes, “not spiritual fornication or idolatry, 
but fornication taken in a literal sense, for the carnal copulation of one single person 
with another [who is not one’s husband or wife], and which is commonly called 
simple fornication: the reason why this is put among, things indifferent is, not that it 
was so in itself, but because it was not thought to be criminal by the Gentiles, and 
was commonly used by them, and which must be offensive to the believing Jews, 
who were better acquainted with the will of God.” 
Our Lord said to the man He made whole, “... sin no more [don’t repeat the 
vice(s) that brought you to this long and distressing affliction], lest a worse thing 
come unto thee.” Our Lord was not intimating that the man could hereafter live 
without sin, but that he should not indulge himself in it, and give up himself unto 
it, and Jive in it: so all the diseases of the soul arise from sin. When a person is 
converted, he ought not to walk as others do, or he himself has done; and though 
there is a propensity to sin and backslide from God after conversion, yet the grace 
of God teaches men to deny sin, and to live righteously; and though it cannot be 
thought that they should be, and act without sin, yet it becomes them not to live in 
sin, or go on in a course of it. 
Our Lord said to the woman taken in adultery, “... hath no man condemned thee? 
[And] she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn 
thee: go, and sin no more [don’t repeat this sin of adultery, that the law of God 
condemns].” Notice, our Lord did not pronounce any sentence of condemnation 
upon her; but rather, called her to repentance, and, as the merciful and 
compassionate Saviour, gave her reason to hope pardon and eternal life. 
Beloved, our Lord said “... be not faithless, but believing.” God grant that He 
ever send His Holy Spirit, to reprove us of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment, as He has taught us: “Of sin, because they believe not on Me; Of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see Me no more; Of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged.” 
Are you not thankful, beloved? “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit” (Romans 8:1). — Copied 


Can A Child Of God Commit Self-Destruction? 


“.. 50 Will I seek out My sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they 
have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.” (Ezekiel 34:12) 


AMONG a certain portion of the Church of Christ there prevails the idea that 
all who are left to commit the dreadful act of self-destruction, are, by that 
very act, thereby demonstrated not to belong to “the household of faith.” Do 
the Scriptures fairly warrant our entertaining this proposition? I cannot think 
so: for, having prayerfully considered the matter, I conscientiously believe 
that there is no warrant in Scripture to support this commonly received idea. 
And if it be without any Scriptural foundation, the propagation of it cannot do 
good, but must have an evil tendency. Far, very far be it from me to seek to 
palliate [minimize] so dire an evil, or to lessen the due sense of its dark and 
dreadful nature. On the contrary, I would ever think and speak of it as one of 
the most to be dreaded of all events that fall to the lot of any. Yet am I 
inexpressibly happy in the belief that, even in this dark, dark cloud, Divine 
faithfulness and super-abounding grace shall shine with resplendent glory in 
the bringing again, and delivering the flock of Christ “out of all places where 
they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day,” Ezekiel 34:12. 

And is it not recorded of our Great High Priest “Wherefore He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them,” Hebrews 7:25.Can any define what this “uttermost” is? It 
was this precious truth that made dear Joseph Irons so sweetly sing — 
“Tis from sin’s uttermost abyss 
His grace has made me come, 


And to the uttermost of bliss 
His grace shall bring me home.” 
And can any define the limit of that Divine declaration of surpassing glory — 
“Where sin abounded grace did much more abound?” — “That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:20-21). — Copied 


“lo, TAM with you alway” 
“ 1 will fear no evil: for Thou art with me...” (Psalm 23:4, [Matthew 28:20]) 


E souls oppress’d with fear, Whom gloomy doubts enslave, The 
Gospel’s sacred accents hear; JESUS alone can save. 


His perfect sacrifice, Is every christian’s boast; He saves the soul that to 
Him flies, Unto the uttermost. 


The uttermost! how sweet These sacred accents sound; The uttermost of 
Satan’s seat, And all creation’s bound. 

The uttermost of sin, Where its worst victims lie: JESUS, from thence, 
our souls will bring, To reign with Him on high. [AMEN!] 


— Joseph Irons (1785-1852) 


